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December 17, 2002
SANCHEZ CALLS ON WHITE HOUSE TO RESTORE FUNDING TO PROGRAM FOR LOW-INCOME HOME HEATING
PROGRAM


Bush Cuts Will Leave Many California Seniors in the Cold



Washington, D.C. &ndash; Congresswoman Sanchez (D-CA) called on President Bush to reconsider his proposed $300
million in cuts to the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP), which will reduce the number of
households served by 17,271, many of which are senior citizen households.



&ldquo;What&rsquo;s particularly disturbing about the cuts to this program is that President Bush specifically promised
not to cut it during his 2000 campaign for the Presidency,&rdquo; said Sanchez. &ldquo;Unemployment is at a nine-year
high and the economy is showing no signs of improvement. Now is the wrong time to cut essential services for some of
our most vulnerable Americans.&rdquo;



LIHEAP provides direct financial assistance to low-income people who could not otherwise afford to heat their homes.
More than half of LIHEAP recipients earn less than $10,000 a year.



The Administration&rsquo;s proposed cuts would reduce state LIHEAP allocations by 18 percent below last year&rsquo;s
$1.4 billion. Meanwhile, energy prices are projected to increase by $100-$300 per household this year, according to the
U.S. Energy Information Administration. 



Nationally, the Bush cuts would mean 532,000 families would not receive the help they need from their government this
year, a recent report from the National Energy Assistance Directors&rsquo; Association found.
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